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Guntersville High School Band Ensembles 
 

Crimson Guard Marching Band: This ensemble is the largest of the performing 
ensembles at GHS. The marching band consists of flutes, clarinets, saxophones, 
trumpets, mellophones, trombones, baritones, tubas, drumline, pit, and the Crimson 
Belles. Students must be in 8-12th grade in order to participate. This ensemble 
participates in a large number of performances throughout the fall semester including 
football games, pep rallies, parades, and competitions. Students must be signed up for 
the high school  “Marching Band” Class or a middle school band class in order to 
participate. 
 
Crimson Belles: The Crimson Belles is a division of the marching band made up of 
dance line and color guard members. These members participate in all marching band 
events throughout the fall season. Auditions for these groups take place in the spring 
semester. No prior marching, dance, or flag experience is required, but strongly 
encouraged. Students must be in 8-12th grade to participate. Students are not required 
to be in the high school band classes, but are strongly encouraged. 
 
Guntersville High School Symphonic Band: This ensemble is the premier performing 
ensemble for GHS. Consisting of all band members in 9-12th grade, this group performs 
a minimum of 3 concerts per year. Each year, this group performs at State Music 
Performance Assessment for ratings. Instruments in this ensemble include: Flute, Oboe, 
Bassoon, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone 
Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, Trombone, Baritone/Euphonium, Tuba, and Percussion. 
Students must be signed up for the high school “Marching Band” Class in order to 
participate. 
 
Guntersville High School Jazz Band: The GHS Jazz Band is an additional performing 
group for students wanting to participate in an additional band class. The jazz band 
performs numerous performances throughout the school year at numerous venues. 
Instrumentation includes Saxophones, Trumpets, Trombone, Guitar, Bass Guitar, 
Piano, Drum Set, and auxiliary percussion. Students must be signed up for both the 
“Marching Band” class as well as the jazz band class in order to participate (Exceptions 
determined by the band director). 
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Participation Expectations 
 

In order for us to maintain a successful band program, it is extremely important that 
students attend 100% of our rehearsals and performances. This includes both during and after 
school activities. Band is a team activity and when one person is absent, it often causes more 
work for the other members. A schedule of events can be found at the end of the handbook. 
While many of our events can be planned far in advance, additional rehearsals and 
performances may be added at any time. In the event that a last minute schedule change 
occurs, please see the director with any conflicts immediately so that a solution may be worked 
out. 

In the event that sickness or a family emergency should occur, PARENTS, please email 
the director immediately. Absences due to other school activities may be excused. Students 
participating in other activities should bring schedules to directors, sponsors, and coaches 
immediately so that a schedule can be worked out. In the event that a student should miss for a 
family event such as a wedding or vacation, the director should be notified weeks in advance so 
that preparations can be made for their absence. Unfortunately, we cannot excuse students for 
work or other activities that are not school related. Many of our students successfully work jobs 
and it is simply unfair for some students to miss while others are here. Most employers are very 
flexible when dealing with school events IF the student takes responsibility and speaks with 
them about it well in advance. 

Unexcused absences may result in being sidelined for a performance, a lower 
grade, or in some cases immediate removal from the band program. 

 
 

Rehearsal Expectations 
 

The Guntersville High School Band Program is one of the biggest groups on campus. 
There are often 60-100 members rehearsing together at a time. For this reason, it is important 
that students show up to rehearsals on time, organized, and prepared. Students should keep 
their instruments maintained and in working order and have all supplies needed for class (reeds, 
oil, pencils, music, etc.). Students should also maintain a quiet and attentive attitude at all times. 
Being disruptive causes effects the entire band and often causes longer or additional rehearsals 
to be scheduled. Students who do not live up to rehearsal expectations can expect to be 
removed from the program. 
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Grading Procedures 
 

Students will receive a grade for every performance and rehearsal attended, being 
prepared for class each day, and playing tests. 

 
 

Uniform Procedures 
 

Any time our bands have a public performance, students will be expected to arrive in the correct 
uniform for that specific ensemble. When in uniform, you are a representative of Guntersville 
City Schools and will behave in a manner that will bring pride and respect to our entire program. 
Uniforms will be worn correctly at all times and should always be neat and clean. No excessive 
jewelry or makeup should be worn while in uniform. A clear stud should be used for all facial 
piercings while in uniform. 
 
Marching Uniform: 
-Provided by the band program 
-Uniforms should stay in designated closets when not in use 
-Uniforms are dry cleaned several times per year. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO WASH. 
-Students will purchase gloves, shoes, and black socks to be worn with the uniform. An order for 
gloves and shoes will be placed during band camp. 
-All hair must go up inside the marching hat while it is being worn. 
-Students should wear the band t-shirt for the current season underneath the uniform jacket. 
 
Alternative Marching Uniform: 
-Used for special performances, pep rallies, or performances where extreme heat is an issue. 
-School appropriate Khaki shorts or pants (No rips or tears), belt, and clean tennis shoes 
(Provided by student). 
-Tucked-in Band T-Shirt for the current marching season (Provided by the band). 
 
Concert and Jazz Uniform: 
-Ladies: Black concert dress provided by the band, black dress shoes. 
-Guys: Dress Jacket and bowtie provided by the band, black DRESS pants, white DRESS shirt, 
black belt and black DRESS shoes. 
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Marching Band Procedures 
 

-All school rules are in affect at all times during marching band rehearsals and trips. 
-There is to be absolutely NO FOOD or DRINK in the stands at anytime. A set of marching 
uniforms can cost $50,000+ and we must insure that we take care of them. Water will be 
provided and is always permitted. 
-Only CURRENT marching band students are allowed to be in the stands during games. This is 
to help prevent unnecessary accidents and damage to equipment. 
-Students may be given an opportunity to go to concessions during 3rd quarter. Please watch 
the clock and be back in the stands well before the time designated by the director. Students will 
always either be provided food before the game, or given a chance to get food at the game. 
-Students must stay in their assigned sections at all times. 
-Students will stand at all times unless otherwise stated by the director. 
-All parts of the uniform will be worn in the stands until stated by the director. 
-Buses will be separated by grade. Bus one will be 10-12th graders and bus two will be 8-9th 
graders. 
-There are many late nights in marching band. Please be sure to communicate with your 
student and insure someone is available to pick them up at the appropriate time. 
 

Instruments 
 

Students are strongly encouraged to invest in their own personal instruments as it is 
simply impossible for the band to provide for everyone. School owned instruments will be issued 
on a first-come first-serve basis. Many larger instruments will always be provided by the band 
including bass clarinet, tenor saxophone, bari-saxophone, french horns, mellophones, 
baritones, tubas, sousaphones, and all large percussion equipment. Instruments will be checked 
out at the beginning of the school year and returned the last week of school. Students may be 
held responsible for any damages that occur to school owned instruments while they are in their 
possession. 
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Band Fees 
 

Below you will find a break down of potential costs that you may encounter in the band 
program. It is very important to the success of our program that fees be paid on time. The band 
program takes roughly $20,000 per year just to function and all of this money comes from 
fundraisers and student fees. This amount does not include necessary purchases and upgrades 
that happen over time. If your child would like to participate but cannot meet the financial 
obligations, do not hesitate to contact me. We will do everything we can to help you work out a 
solution! 
 
Marching Band: 
Marching Band Fee….$50 (Covers Marching Band Expenses: travel, food, instructors, music, 
etc.) *includes marching band member t-shirt* 
Shoes……..$30 (Purchased as needed) 
Gloves…….$3 (Purchased as needed, students should expect to go through 3-4 pair per  
season) 
Tall Black Socks 
 
Auxiliary Fees:  
Members of the Color Guard and Danceline will have additional fees and purchases 
required each season. For a breakdown of these expenses, please refer to the Crimson 
Belle Handbook. 
 
Concert Band: 
Class Fee……...$50 (Covers Concert Band Expenses: Travel, Instructors, Music, etc.) 
Ladies: We provide concert dresses for all HS band members. Each dress is taken up at the 
end of the year. You are expected to provide black dress shoes. If you would like a dress to 
keep, you may pay $56 and one will be ordered for you. 
Guys: We provide a dress coat and bow tie. Each is taken up at the end of the year. You are 
expected to provide a black belt, white dress shirt, and black dress pants. Students should wear 
black dress shoes with this uniform and may use the marching band shoe if they choose. 
 
Jazz Band: 
Class Fee………..$25 (Covers music costs) 
Uniform (Refer to concert band uniform) 
 
Additional Costs: 
T-Shirts and Apparel: Orders for additional t-shirts, parent shirts, sweatshirts and other 
apparel will take place at the beginning of the year and is NOT a required purchase. 
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Honor Bands/ Band Days: Many students choose to participate in additional events 
throughout the year. Many of these events have entry costs. These events are NOT 
required. Refer to the honor band section for more information. 
Trips: It is our goal to offer our students a large trip and performance opportunity every 
other year. Unfortunately the cost of these trips can be great and we cannot pay for 
everyone to go. Students will be given a minimum of 1 year to fundraise and make 
payments towards trips. Trips offer amazing opportunities for student performers and I 
highly encourage you and your child to attend! These trips are NOT required. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Leadership Staff 
 

The Guntersville High School Band leadership staff shall consist of the drum 
major, band president, section leaders, directors, and all adult staff members. It is the 
duty of all members of the leadership staff to assist the director and foster growth in 
numbers as well as character for the entire band.The director may remove students 
from leadership roles at any time. 
 
Drum Major 
-Auditions will take place every spring 
-Will be chosen by a combination of audition, member votes, and director score 
-Responsible for conducting the marching band at all events, rehearsing the band in the 
absence of the director, assisting with sectionals, setting drill, and any other duty 
deemed necessary by the director 
 
Band President 
-Selected by the adult members of the leadership staff 
-Responsible for rehearsing the band in the absence of the director and drum major, 
assists with sectionals, setting drill, taking attendance at all rehearsals and 
performances, maintaining the music library and instrument storage, and any other duty 
deemed necessary by the director 
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Marching Band Section Leaders  
-Will be interviewed and selected by a panel consisting of the band director, auxiliary 
sponsor, and a minimum of 2 graduating seniors. 
-Responsible for running marching/music sectionals for their respective sections and 
helping to set drill. 
 
Concert Band Section Leaders  
-Selected by chair placement auditions 
-Principal player for each section will serve as section leader 
-Responsible for setting an example for the entire section and helping them with their 
music. 
 
 

 
 

Non-Required Additional Band Opportunities 
 
Throughout the year, there are numerous additional events that your child will have the 
opportunity to participate in. These are not required, but are highly encouraged as they 
offer the opportunity for continued musical growth. Below are some of the most popular 
events our students participate in. 
 
Private Lessons: All students are encouraged to seek private lessons to further their 
musical playing ability. While students will get a well rounded music education from the 
director, there is simply no substitute for private instruction from a teacher that 
specializes in your chosen instrument. Private lessons are often the key in obtaining a 
spot in honor bands as well as receiving scholarship opportunities. If you are interested 
in taking private lessons, please speak with the director for more information. 
 
All-State Band Festival: The All-state Band is the highest honor offered by the state of 
Alabama for school level musicians. It is made up of 3 high school concert bands and a 
middle school band. Students will spend 2 days rehearsing with a guest conductor, 
followed by a concert on the 3rd day showcasing their work. The auditions for this group 
are divided into 2 levels. Students first audition at the district level and upon securing a 
spot in the All-State Band, will re-audition for chair placement once they arrive at the 
festival. The District audition fee is currently $___ . Audition music is released in August 
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each year and can be found at http://www.myamea.org/aba/. The festival is slated to 
take place in Huntsville for 2019 and 2020. 
 
All-District Band Festival: Similar to the All-State Band, but on a smaller scale, the 
All-District Band combines the best musicians in our district into one high school and 
one middle school band. Students rehearse all day with a guest instructor on Friday and 
perform a concert on Saturday. District auditions take place in January and serve as the 
first round for All-State auditions. The District audition fee is currently $___. The District 
Festival and auditions currently take place at Albertville High School. 
 
University Band Days: Many Colleges and Universities offer students the opportunity 
to attend a college football game and participate with their marching bands. Popular 
choices in our state include Jacksonville State University, the University of North 
Alabama, and the Auburn University Marching Honor Band. Prices vary depending on 
event. 
 
 
University Honor Bands: Many colleges and universities also offer concert honor 
bands. Students are given the opportunity to rehearse and perform a concert with a 
guest instructor at the chosen university. Selection process and pricing varies 
depending on university. Popular choices are the Jacksonville State Marching 
Southerners Honor Band, the University of Alabama Honor Band, University of North 
Alabama Honor Band and Auburn Honor Band. 
 
Solo and Ensemble: Students are given the opportunity to play solos or small group 
pieces for ratings and comments. Student receive medals for achieving superior ratings. 
Students can participate in a maximum of 4 events. Cost is $5 per event. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.myamea.org/aba/
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Band Dates 2018-2019 
Key:  
ALL= All band members 
MB= Marching Band 
JAZZ= Jazz Band 
SYM= Symphonic Band 
VET= Veteran’s Day Ensemble 
HS= All Symphonic and Jazz members 
MS= All Middle School Band Members 
 
(MB) Rookie Camp: July 10-12 
(MB) Music Rehearsal: July 10,12 
(MB) Pool Party: July 19 
(MB) Band Camp: July 17-20, 23-27 
(MB) Parent Night/First Booster Meeting: July 27 
(MB) Marching Band Rehearsals: Mon-Thurs beginning July 31 
(MB) Marching Band Pictures: Friday July 27 
(MB) Football Games: Friday nights beginning August 24 
(MB) JSU Band Day: September 9 
(MB) Night to Remember/ Marshall County Band Expo: September 24 
(MB) Competition #1: September 29 
(MB) Competition #2: October 6 or 13 
(MB) Homecoming Parade: October 19 
(MB) Senior Pep Rally @ GES: November 2 
(VET) Veteran’s Day Program: November 8 
(JAZZ) Miss Guntersville Rehearsal November 16 
(JAZZ) Miss Guntersville Pageant: November 17 
(JAZZ) Night Before Christmas, Downtown Guntersville: 
(MB) Christmas Parade: 
(MS) Christmas Concert Dress Rehearsal: December 10 
(ALL) Christmas Concert: December 11 
(HS) Wildcat Concert: December 13 
(ALL) All-State Auditions: January 12 
(SYM) MPA Camp: January 26 
(ALL) All-District Festival: February 8-9 
(SYM)MPA: February 26-March 1 
(JAZZ) JSU Jazz Festival: TBA April 
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(HS) Cherokee Concert: TBA 
(MS) 5th Grade Concert: TBA April/May 
(ALL) Solo and Ensemble: April 15 
(MS) Spring Concert Dress Rehearsal: April 18 
(HS) Wildcat Concert: April 18 
(ALL) Spring Concert: April 23 
(ALL) All-State Festival: April 25-27 
(ALL) JSU Honor Band: TBA May 
 
 


